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Chuckwalla Desert National Monument
Legislation Introduced by Rep. Ruiz

The work to generate support for the
Chuckwalla National Monument campaign has
taken nearly four years for our Chapter and
partners. Now, after significant effort, our
work has paid off with Congressmember Dr.
Raul Ruiz announcing on September 25 that he
will introduce legislation in support of the
efforts. This places the campaign in a strong
position to gain national support and get the
Biden Administration on board, highlighting
the upswell of support from communities
fighting to protect nature, cultural heritage, and
public health.

The Chuckwalla National Monument
campaign aims to protect about 660,000 acres
of the California Desert south of Joshua Tree
National Park. The area reaches from the
Coachella Valley region to the east, near the
Colorado River. The initiative aims to preserve
fragile ecosystems, cultural legacies on the
landscape, and to expand access to nature for
Southern California communities.

The Antiquities Act enables American
presidents to designate federal public lands,
waters, and cultural and historical sites as
national monuments. This act would enable
Biden to establish the Chuckwalla National
Monument and expand Joshua Tree National
Park to preserve an additional 17,000 acres of
public lands.

The campaign saw Sierra Club's volunteer
network secure hundreds of petition signatures
from local communities. They passed
resolutions from local municipalities, earned
support from business leaders, and developed
overall outreach strategies. We are grateful to
everyone who has supported the Chuckwalla
National Monument campaign, especially Joan
Taylor, California/Nevada Conservation Chair, 
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Mary Ann Ruiz, immediate past Chair of the
San Gorgonio Chapter, Jenny Binstock, and
Moises Cisneros, who developed the short
and long term strategies, and Ian Brickey,
who worked on the communication strategy.

In response, Sierra Club’s Chief Conservation
Officer Chris Hill, released the following
statement:

“National monuments help tell the story of
this country through its landscapes. For the
landscapes of the California desert, it’s a
diverse and important story that combines
Indigenous peoples and cultures, veterans of
World War II, and rare and unique species,
all of whom have called this place home. 

“By designating Chuckwalla National
Monument, we can honor the Tribes who have
stewarded these lands for generations,
commemorate those who served our country,
preserve the rich biodiversity of a truly (cont.)

Sierra Club’s Moises Cisneros and community
allies celebrate the next step towards the

Chuckwalla National Monument

Tuesday, December 5
7:00-9:00 pm

SB County Museum
2024 Orange Tree Ln,

Redlands 92374

Chapter Meeting &
Awards Celebration

bit.ly/2023ChapterCelebration



unique ecosystem, and move us closer towards achieving the goal of
protecting 30 percent of lands and waters by 2030. We hope President Biden
continues to build his monumental legacy by fully protecting this
landscape.”

We encourage all members to join us in thanking Rep. Ruiz for his
leadership and support.

Rep. Dr. Raul Ruiz
81719 Doctor Carreon Blvd., Suite G

Indio, CA 92201
Phone: (760) 424-8888

Plus, we can take this campaign national and show our support for protecting
the California Desert's biosphere, cultural heritage, and public health. Visit
the website https://protectchuckwalla.org/ and sign the petition to President
Biden to show your support for the Chuckwalla National Monument.

Let's show the world that we support efforts to protect our natural resources
and the unique biodiversity of the California Desert. Together we can make
this a reality and make Chuckwalla National Monument a symbol of our
commitment to protecting the planet.
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(continued from page 1)

Join Us in Calling on
President Biden to Designate

a New Monument in the
California Desert & Expand
Joshua Tree National Park

Sign the petition at
https://protectchuckwalla.org

Photos shared by Moises Cisneros.

Become a
Wilderness

Guardian with
a monthly
donation.

https://protectchuckwalla.org/
https://act.sierraclub.org/donate/rc_connect__campaign_designform?id=7010Z0000027AE2QAM&formcampaignid=70131000001LlnTAAS
https://protectchuckwalla.org/
https://protectchuckwalla.org/
https://protectchuckwalla.org/
https://protectchuckwalla.org/
https://protectchuckwalla.org/
https://protectchuckwalla.org/
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Sierra Club President Allison Chen, Executive Director Ben Jealous,
and San Gorgonio Chapter leader George Hague at the September

9th Awards Ceremony in Chicago.

The Sierra Club's National Volunteer Service Award honors
volunteers committed to the environment or the organization
consistently over an extended period. The recipients of the
2023 awards included six members from across the United
States. They are Elaine Giessel of Overland Park, Kansas;
George Hague of Moreno Valley, California; Gregory
Monahan of Portland, Oregon; Ray Pingle of El Dorado Hills,
California; Al Poplawsky of Moscow, Idaho; and the late Rod
Webster of Merced, California.

One of the award recipients, George Hague, was a founding
member of the Sierra Club Moreno Valley Group in 1984.
Since then, George has been tireless in the fight against
irresponsible development and other environmental concerns
in his community and across the region.

George's efforts have made a significant impact in preventing
dozens of dangerous projects from going forward and have
changed the regulatory landscape regarding warehousing in
the Central Valley and Inland Empire. Other environmental
organizations such as Sierra Club’s Clean Transportation for
All Campaign, Earthjustice, and the Center for Biological
Diversity have since joined the fight, with warehousing
becoming an environmental justice issue for many groups in
California.

George's organizing work always involves constant
communication with his group's members so they can support
his efforts with letters to officials. In addition, he works
closely with environmental lawyers and a number of local
agencies and community organizations.

The awards ceremony took place in Chicago on September 9,
during the Sierra Club's Annual Meeting. The event was a
momentous occasion, with the news breaking of President
Biden's decision to cancel oil and gas drilling leases in the
Arctic Refuge. Sierra Club leaders from all around the United
States gathered to receive the awards, highlighting the
organization's daily commitment to advancing its mission.

Congratulations to George Hague and all the
recipients of the National Volunteer Service

Award. We appreciate their valuable
contributions, and they inspire us to continue

fighting for a sustainable future.
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George Hague, former Group* Chair,
was one of the founders of the

Moreno Valley Group in 1984 and has
been relentless in the fight against

irresponsible development and other
environmental ills in his community

and throughout the region.

Sierra Club Honors San Gorgonio Leader, 
George Hague, with National Volunteer Service Award

December Chapter
Meeting Celebration

Join us for our December chapter meeting at the
San Bernardino County Museum on Tuesday,
December 5th as we celebrate our successes over
the past few years. (More info on the next page!)

The meeting will also feature an awards
ceremony to recognize the accomplishments of
our outstanding chapter award recipients. Relax
and enjoy refreshments and music while
connecting with other members of our
community who share a passion for
environmental sustainability. We look forward to
spending time together and energizing our efforts
towards building a better future for ourselves and
the planet. 

We hope to see you there!

CORRECTION In the print version, George was incorrectly referred
to as former “Chapter” Chair. He is a former Group Chair.

http://bit.ly/2023ChapterCelebration
http://bit.ly/2023ChapterCelebration


Dear folks,

There are tons of exciting things in this newsletter and
happening in the chapter!  Firstly, legislation is set to
be introduced for the Chuckwalla Desert National
Monument - a must-visit location for any outdoor
enthusiast. The Sierra Club has been advocating for this
for a long time and we are looking forward to seeing it
come to fruition.

We also want to congratulate George Hague, one of
our own, for being recognized with the National
Volunteer Service Award. George's tireless work in the
fight against irresponsible development and protecting
our environment has not gone unnoticed, and we are
proud to have him on our team.

Save the date! Our Chapter Awards Celebration will
be taking place during our December Chapter Meeting
on December 5, 2023. We look forward to celebrating
the achievements of our members and community
partners and recognizing their hard work.

Speaking of which, the 2024 Chapter Elections are
here, and we encourage everyone to vote. We are
grateful to our dedicated members who help drive our
mission forward, and we welcome fresh perspectives
and new energy.

Don't forget to check out our Group Updates for more
information on what they have been up to and ways to
get involved.

Lastly, our 2024 Calendars are now available for
purchase! This year's calendar features stunning images
that remind us of the importance of protecting our
natural spaces. Fill out the attached order form to get
yours today.

Finally, we want to recognize the 91st Anniversary of
the San Gorgonio Chapter on October 10. For decades,
we have been fighting to protect the environment and
our communities, and with our new Chapter Director,
Joz Sida joining us, we will continue to do so for years
to come. Thank you to all of our members for their
dedication and support.

Sincerely,

Chair, Sierra Club San Gorgonio Chapter

CELEBRATING 2023
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Message from the Chair

bit.ly/2023ChapterCelebration

David Melton
The Ralph Salisbury Award is given for

outstanding contributions to our Outings
Program.

Margaret Meyncke
Native Plant Network

The Alice Krueper Service Award is
given for long-time service to a non-

Sierra Club entity in the name of Sierra
Club. 

Steve Loe
Amanda Frye

The Joe Momyer Conservation Award is
given for outstanding contribution to our

conservation effort. 

Jono Hildner 
(posthumous)

Marjorie & Clark Jones Service Award
given for outstanding contributions in

any and all other chapter activities over a
number of years.

Susan Phillips
 Amparo Muñoz
Mike McCarthy 
Mary Ann Ruiz

CCAEJ Support Staff 
Region in Crisis Report

Environmental Justice Award is given to
an individual or organization that has

done outstanding work toward
identifying and addressing

environmental problems that have a
disproportionately adverse effect on

communities of color and/or low-income
communities.

Also, recognizing the environmental
leadership of the following elected

officials:

Rep. Dr. Raul Ruiz
Assm. Eloise Gómez Reyes

 Jesse Sandoval, 
Fontana City Councilmember

JOIN US AT
OUR CHAPTER
MEETING FOR

A LONG
OVERDUE

CELEBRATION
OF THE LAST

SEVERAL
YEARS

Tuesday,
December 5

7:00-9:00 pm

SB County Museum
2024 Orange Tree Ln,

Redlands 92374

RECIPIENTS

RSVP AT

http://bit.ly/2023ChapterCelebration
http://bit.ly/2023ChapterCelebration
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The Sierra Magazine Fall Issue is a must-read for anyone who cares about the
environment and the rights of indigenous people. As we celebrate
Thanksgiving this November, please share with friends and family the article
beginning on page 16, celebrating the Land Back movement, which is gaining
momentum across North America. The Land Back movement is about
reclaiming land that was unjustly taken from indigenous people and restoring it
to its rightful owners. The article explores the history of this movement, its
goals, and the activists who are leading the charge. It also highlights the
successes that the movement has already achieved, making it clear that this is a
cause worth fighting for. Whether you're a long-time supporter of indigenous
rights or a newcomer to the cause, the Sierra Magazine Fall Issue is a valuable
resource that will inform, inspire, and motivate you to take action.
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Our November Trail Talk will feature the Sierra Club’s own Moises Cisneros, presenting
information about the very exciting potential Chuckwalla National Monument and the
positive impact it will have on Southern California communities and wildlife. Please join us
on Wednesday, November 15 at 7:00 PM on Zoom for this important presentation

Our December Trail Talk will feature Brian Shomo, director of the Riverside County
Habitat Conservation Agency (RCHCA). Brian will briefly discuss the history of habitat
conservation in Riverside County (he just finished the Stephens Kangaroo Rat census!)
and ongoing efforts to expand the conservation. RCHCA hosted a Sierra Club-assisted
habitat cleanup this past Earth Day at Lake Mathews in the Corona Hills, and will outline
further service opportunities for members of our Chapter. Please join us on Wednesday,
December 20 at 7:00 PM on Zoom for Brian’s Trail Talk

Order your Sierra Club
Calendars by Nov 10!  

Order form on back page.

https://digital.sierramagazine.org/publication/?m=43145&i=801187&p=1&ver=html5
https://digital.sierramagazine.org/publication/?m=43145&i=801187&p=1&ver=html5
http://www.sangorgonio.sierraclub.org/
https://protectchuckwalla.org/
https://protectchuckwalla.org/
https://protectchuckwalla.org/
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From her early childhood, Mary Ann’s formative experiences
were outdoors with her family. Her parents “packed up all four
of us kids in the station wagon every summer,” she shared, and
they headed up to Yosemite, with spring break trips to  Joshua
Tree, or Death Valley. One memorable summer, they had an
extended trip camping in several National Parks across the West. 

Sierra Club was there, too. Her father, Ray Johnson, applied for
membership in the Sierra Club “back when approval to join was
required.” They learned about best practices for backpacking and
Mary Ann went on her first official Sierra Club outing when she
was 14.

“Sierra Club” and “family” go
hand in hand for Mary Ann Ruiz

By including a gift in her will, Mary Ann becomes the
newest member of the Rachel Carson Society. She has made
a plan to support the San Gorgonio Chapter for future
generations of her Sierra Club family, all without any impact
on her current budget. Said Mary Ann, “I've seen how legacy
gifts have helped my own chapter, and want to provide what
I can.“

Many years later, in 2000, Mary Ann’s husband passed away
and she became a single mom to her three children–a son in
college and daughters 7 and 14. “I turned to Sierra Club to
find outdoor opportunities for myself and my girls, and
found a second family of lifelong friends.” Those outdoor
adventures, with all types of family, continued. She’s been
on too many hikes, backpacks, and river raft trips to name,
but her favorite was an eight day backpacking trip she took
in 2012 in the Pioneer Basin and Mono Recesses. 

When the time came to update her estate plans, Mary Ann
knew that she wanted to include a planned gift to support the
San Gorgonio Chapter. Mary Ann has served in a number of
volunteer leadership positions, including being Chapter
Chair from 2015 until earlier this year. That involvement
helped her to realize that there was a way she could carry on
the work of the San Gorgonio Chapter long into the future.

Article by Julia Curtis, Gift Planning Specialist 

 giftplanning@sierraclub.org - (800) 932-4270

To learn more about how you can join Mary Ann in
the Rachel Carson Society and create a legacy at the

San Gorgonio Chapter, reach out to Julia Curtis.

Looking back, Mary Ann realizes how much of an impact those family adventures had on her. “Rocks, flowers,
birds, night skies - my interest in seeing and learning was instilled by my parents. Those early experiences in
nature often lead to a desire to protect Mother Earth throughout one's life.”

Mary Ann’s parents, Ray & Virginia Johnson,
instilled a love for the outdoors and the Sierra

Club from an early age. 

With a planned gift in her will, Mary Ann continues
her family's legacy and passion for nature by

supporting the San Gorgonio Chapter. As the newest
member of the Rachel Carson Society, she ensures a

sustainable future for the Sierra Club and future
generations of nature enthusiasts.
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NEW MEMBERS!
Lee Hart
Lorraine Hartik
Paul Hefti
Tina Hoang
Linda Horan
Donna Hunt
Sara Hurtado
Ashlee Jackson
Joan Johnson
Kian Kaeni
Ron Keesling
Patricia Keppner
Deirdre Kirkwood
Richard Laplante
Luis Leon
Eloise Lepore
Jeanette Lind
Bryson Liu
Joaquin Lopez
H Lord
Clarice Lubel
Gregory Lucero
Virginia Madison
Sylvia Mann
Theresa McKim
David McMichael
Barbara McPeake-
Powell
Gavin Miller
Lawrence Miller
Al Molina
Paul Morales
Arturo Orellana
Linda Pack
Siddharth Patel
Barbara Powell
Leah Prado
Daniel Rangel
D Riggs
Olivia Rivas
Royce Roberts
Felipe Salinas
bob Sarfatty
Rocco Seeno
Laurie Shelton
Ann Shepherd
Penny Shreve
Lily Silva
Ernie Skillern
Mary Smith
Susan Smith
Larry Smith
Kevin Speir
Gary Spradlin
Luisa Stowe
Nicole Stowell
Denise Sudd
Kathy Talley-Jones
Marty Tovar
Leoma Wade
Susan Warnholtz
Chuck Wilson
Fred Woods
Patricia Yee
Carmen Zamora

Deborah Agathakis
Khurshid Ahmed
Walt Allen
Madeline Allinder
Kim Azpeitia
Diana Barnett
Kathy Bjork
William Blue
Cash Bruce
Peter Burwell
Richard Campbell
Cassandra Cardoso
Humberto Carpiet
L Carter
Debbie Cassettari
Lola Chavez
Kim Chrapliwy
Walter Clark
Maryah Clarks
Edward Dadura
Erika Dadura
Donald Davidson
Lehad Dhouti
Leana Ebalobor
Conrad Elrod
Elisabeth Engblom
Dicken Everson
Gregg Fischer
Erica Flores
Roberta Ford
Linda Frazier Snelling
Kenneth Frick
Angeline Garcia
Suzanne Gorman
Mahlon Gove
Noel Green
Kathleen Grossman
Shawn Guthrie
Gail Guzman
Patricia Guzman
Robert Hardt
Russ Harpley
Gabriel Hernandez
Pat Hogan
Iona Hutton
Benjamin Jackson
Mehran Khodabandeh
Jean Kimg
Richard Le Maire
Mark Locher
Sebastian Lopez
Hugh Lothrop
Allyssa Lujan
Lynn MacOn
Brian Manzano
E Marsh
Eric Martinez
Deborah McClain
Melissa McCoy Yelin
April Mcdannell
Robert McFadden
Mark Locher
Sebastian Lopez
Hugh Lothrop
Allyssa Lujan
Lynn MacOn
Brian Manzano
E Marsh
Eric Martinez
Deborah McClain
Melissa McCoy Yelin
April Mcdannell
Robert McFadden
Timothy McKendall
Donna McNeesesmith
Ricki Mease
Richard Muehlenbruch
James Nichols
Charles Olmstead
Adrian Padilla
Jennifer Padilla
Deborah Pascavage
Sudhir Potturi
Roberto Ramirez
Brent Randell
Francesca Regalado
Diane Rhodes
Harold Richenberger
Ismael Rivera
Rebecca Robles
Thomas M Rutledge

APR 2023 Denielle Saldana
Kimberly Salgado
Ranbir Sandhu
Prema Saraswati
Jazzlyn Schmidt
Ameer Shakir
Damian Spangrud
Vonda Stilson ress
Lynn Sweet
Carter Todd
Alan Vinis
Sandra Waldrop
Dennis Waller
Anthony Walmer
Mary White
Vilma Wilkie
Marlene Witt
Anita Wood
Monica Yen

Jonathan Anguiano
Teresita Barnett
Sherisue Brinkle
Linda Burke
Gloria Carvajal
Esteban Chavarria
Michael Cole
Craig Cummings
Thomas Darner
Dee Davis
Rodger Erickson
Stephanie Froehner
Caitlynn Fuselier
Kevin Gomez
Sally Goodman
Samantha Guerrero
Sara Hanson Nicholl
Sierrah Hanway
Jessica Henderson
Josue Hernandez
Andrew Hudson
Josue Jimenez
Billy Johnson
Robert Kling
Marie Komboukos
Oliver Lackyard
Jennifer Larratt-Smith
Marilyn Leary
Joe Leyva
Louis Lopez
Patricia Manjarrez
Abdullah Marin
Dale J Mattson
Michael McCarthy
Linda McCracken
Iris Medina
Jacquelyn Nille
Patrick Oden
Janelle Perez
Madeleine Pestiaux
Larry Pittroff
Robert Reyes
Sue Riedel
Jay Robinson
Marcelom Romano
Michele Saint
Derrick Sanchez
Peter Schatz
Michael Sonntag
Kristine Steinmeyer
G Sussex
Cami Tamondong
David Weese
Kashae Williams
Horace Worsham
Debra Young/Guffey

Haidee Acosta
David Aguilar
Kaisar Ahmed
Paul Baca
Richard Backman
William Baker
Muriel Balian
Bill Barnes
Louis Bianchi
James Boland
Gabriel Bonales
Taylor Brown
Jeremy Carnes

MAY 2023

JUN 2023

Calista Carradine
Mark Carrow
Marta Chausee
Robert Cordero
Victor Cortez
Esmeralda Cruz
Dana Davidson
Mary Del Campo
Ernest Dierking
Bradley Dooley
Victoria Duarte
Amy Ellevold
Jack Finn
Celeste Fox
Sandra French
Jon Frieboes
Benjamin Gomez
Gilberto Gonzales
Lynda-Don Hart
Jeanne Haverlock
David Hazward
Joan Helfer
Janiel Henry
Bijah Her
Gloria Hill
Sheila Hunt
Jody Isenberg
Perry Johnson
Johnna Jonasson
Josephine Jordan
George Kahle
Robert Karlen
Nancy Kaufman
Alayne Kelly
Linda Kennedy
Donna Mead
D Miller
Larry Mulligan
Cynthia Nido
Rudy Osti
Julie Ostlie
Ryan Pakrovsky
Andrew Patalano
Robert Phillips
Vasily Reinkymov
George Riolo
Gerrie Rooney
Isaiah Shaw
Susan Smith
Sherrill Snipes
Claudia Spencer
Donald Swain
Stacy Tripp
Sandra Turgeon
Andrea Valero
Brian Vaughan
Chad Veltz
Tiffany Wang
Anissa Whiteside
Robert Whittington
Rachel Wilkin
Suzzette Wilson
Amanda Zins
Ebe Zorzoli

Kevin Anderson
Richard Arbetter
Susan Arthur
Diego Barrios
James Bates
Megan Bissell
Maria Bland
Connie Bohon
Andrew Bramasco
Ira Brander
Florence Bulleit
Michael Burg
Shauni Calhoun
Andrea Camarillo
Sandra Carranza
Karin Cherry
David Cox
Brandi Crist
Sharon Dean
Elizabeth Deseife
Geri Dominguez
Carolynn Edmonson
Ralph Espinosa
Michael Evergin
Robyn Ford
Andrew Fune

JUL 2023

Shannon Garrido
John Gooding
Ethan Goodman
John Gray
Martha Griffin
Richard Grotius
John Gutierrez
Eric Haley
Daivon Hargrove
Steven Harris
Nancy Hosek
Hunter Howard
James Jelinek
Constantino Jimenez
Juanita Jimenez
Cristine Lauder
Marc Leunis
Anai Lopez
Jose Lopez
Vincent Lucchesi
Frank Mannino
Margaret Manter
Alexandra Martinez
Andrea McIntosh
Andrew Miller
Shirley Nostadt
Cynthia Pank
Rosemarie Pitruzzello
Martin Porcelli
Salvador Ramirez
Tim Read
Kathy Rice
Kate Robins
John Roeschlein
Kelli Roma
Samuel Rothschild
Steve Ruzicka
Jose Sanchezlopez
Tasso Smith
L Snelling
Zion Stephens
Alisha Thomas
Katherine Thomas
Isabelle Todhunter
Maribel Tossman
April Tristan
Helen Uhm
Nicholas Valencia
Gabby Vargas
Ron Waisberg
Scott Walker
Kenneth Wegorowski
Hyla Wetherill
Rachel Wilkin
Christine Willer
Sally Wollenzier
Keiko Yamasaki
Michele Yeeles
Lorall Yost
Jeremiah Young

Kerry Bartels
Antoinette Belcher
Brian Biamonte
Jeremiah Brian
Ilia Butko
Stephanie Canani
Larry Capp
Molly Collins
Matthew Comer
Julie Cooley
Tamara Cory
Amanda Cruz
Maye Cusrtodio
Reynaldo Dalisay
Susan & George Danielson
Courtney Dinicola
Nicholas Diramio
Lawrence Fike
Bruce Geiser
Judith Goldman
Phillip Gomez
Andrew Green
Brionna Green
Vanessa Guzman
Zyania Guzman
Jenn Hardy
B Kwiatkowska-Amerton
Sofia Lara
Lauryn Martin
Sherry May

AUG 2023

Joseph McDonough
Dottie McManus
Jonathan Mithers
Michelle Murakami
Deborah Nicks
Ava Philson
Kathleen Rigler
Madisyn Robershaw
Sandra Sandquist
Kate Santana
Laurie Schultz
Shara Shahangian
Diana Shay-Diehl
Natalie Spahr
Stephanie Stevenson
Katarina Tadic
Robert Taylor
Amalia Terriquez
Dominick Ventresca
Robert Woolley
Briana Young
Vanessa Yusuff
Gordon Zittel

Dennis Allen
Nellie Anosa
Karen Ard
Lynne Arsenault
George Berninger
Sheri Blaikie
Kimberly Blair
Robert Block
Brent Boehner
Elena Bosse
Stephen Brigman
John Bush
Glen Calvin
Yamil Cervantes
Edward Chea
Maurine Coleman
Donald Cremer
Lajuana Cross
Tomas Cruz
Raymond Curran
Jacklyn Desfosses
Freddy Dixon
Carolynn Edmonson
Jessica Ellingson
JoAnn Ensminger
Linda Ferris
David Fleming
Kathleen Fong
Jody Fosell
Lynne Gabrielson
Jennifer Garcia
Carol Garner
Andrea Garza
Shirley Gasio
Gerald Gerash
Jeffrey Gill
Mary Gordon
G Gregory
Alice Haines

SEP 2023

We are excited to welcome new
members to the Sierra Club

community! Our organization is
committed to working towards a
sustainable future for all and we
are thrilled to have your support
in that mission. We encourage
you to explore our website and

get involved in our various
campaigns and initiatives. 

Thank you for joining us in the
fight for a better world!



(second ballot - joint member)

Vote for 3 or fewer 
San Gorgonio Chapter Executive Committee 

Joan Taylor

Pam Nelson

Amparo Muñoz
Miramontes

Mail your ballot to Sierra Club San Gorgonio Chapter, PO Box 5425, Riverside, CA 92517

(first ballot)

Joan Taylor

Pam Nelson

Amparo Muñoz
Miramontes
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Your membership number is required to verify voting
eligibility. Your membership number is the eight (8)
digit number on your mailing label on this publication. 

Mail in voting: You must write your membership
number on the outside of your mailing envelope
(below your return address is a good place). Vote by
cutting out the ballot for ExComm and for your group,
and choosing no more than the number listed on each
ballot. Joint members each have a ballot. Mail your
ballot to Sierra Club San Gorgonio Chapter, PO Box
5425, Riverside, CA 92517

Online voting: Visit https://bit.ly/SanGExcom2024
Have your member number ready - you can find it on
your Palm and Pine address label, your Sierra
Magazine address label, or your membership card. 

If you can’t find your member number, email
jocelyn.sida@sierraclub.org or leave a message at 951-
684-6203 and we’ll help you find it.

2023/24 Chapter & Group Elections 
Each year, our members elect leaders for the Chapter
Executive Committee. This committee is made up of
9 at-large, elected members, who serve 2-year terms.
Each group has one representative appointed by the
group as a voting member, for a 16-member board.  

The Executive Committee is the representative
leadership team for the chapter, and is responsible
for four key outcomes:

The ExComm makes decisions regarding chapter
priorities - where we direct our energy and resources.
Running for ExComm is an excellent way to share
your skills, knowledge and commitment to Sierra
Club and our communities here in Riverside and San
Bernardino County.

Two Ways to Vote: 

All Chapter members are eligible to vote in
the Chapter Executive Committee

election. Group elections are limited to
members in the group geography: if you

are unsure about your group call the
office at 951-684-6203 and leave a message

Single or Joint membership? The mailing label on this newsletter will indicate whether your household
has a single (“SNGL”) or joint (“JNT”) membership. This will be found above your name and before

your 8-digit membership number. Examples: JNT 12345678 = Joint membership, Membership number
(8-digits). SNGL 12345678 = Single membership, Membership number (8-digits). 

Candidate bios available online
at bit.ly/2024CandidateBios 

Advance the Club’s Mission
Provide service to members,
supporters and the public
Build Local Resources
Exercise Effective Governance
and Fiduciary Oversight

https://bit.ly/SanGExcom2024
http://bit.ly/2024CandidateBios


Peter Michelsen
Randy Carroll-Bradd
Marv Cira

Linda Garcia
Peter Michelsen

Randy Carroll-Bradd
Marv Cira

Linda Garcia

We came to a close for Group’s General Meetings
with our last meeting on October 19th. Our ExCom
will enjoy our Holiday Gathering with an evening of
fellowship in December at a local restaurant. With a
successful Xeriscape Tour this year, thanks to our
ExCom member Linda Garcia’s hard work and her
committee, we look forward to selecting another
senior high school scholarship next year and
continue keeping a watchful eye on environmental
issues in our Bear Valley.   We would appreciate
members sending us their ballots to help us continue
our work supporting the mission of the Sierra Club.
We are ALWAYS looking for volunteers to join us!

Ellen Kesler, Chair

Instruction for voting by mail:
 Print your name and address and SIGN THE OUTSIDE of the envelope to verify your ballot. If two ballots
are enclosed from a Joint Membership, print BOTH names and address and have BOTH MEMBERS SIGN

the outside of the envelope.

 Mail the ballot(s) to:      Sierra Club Big Bear Group, P.O. Box 3048,     Big Bear Lake, CA 92315
Ballots are due no later than NOVEMBER 15 at 12 noon. 

If voting by email, please email your ballot to Ellen Kesler at bbsierrascholar22@gmail.com.
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Big Bear Group Executive Committee
Vote for 4 or fewer 

(first ballot) (second ballot - joint member)

Big Bear Group Update Ben Jealous Visits
UAW Strikers in

Rancho & Ontario

Read the full statement at
https://www.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2023/09/sierra-

club-statement-solidarity-united-auto-workers

The Sierra Club, alongside many in the
environmental movement, has been

echoing the demand of auto workers to
ensure that the clean energy transition is

a just transition. 

“The transformation of the auto industry away from
the fossil fuel car can be a win for workers, a win for

climate, a win for the auto industry, and a win for
consumers. Auto workers have the right to strike to

secure a strong contract, and the Sierra Club supports
that right.”

Upon the UAW’s strike announcement, Sierra Club
Executive Director Ben Jealous noted: 



Caren Hanson has perfected her Butterfly Garden guide.  It is very
comprehensive, giving a prospective native plant gardener all the
tools needed to make a successful pollinator garden.  Visit our
website to view it. She continues to help others create their
gardens, including local city officials. If you find a site in need of a
garden or if you would like to help with her Native Plant team,
contact her at: carenhansonb17@gmail.com
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Fall has brought some cooler temperatures so we are planning some outdoor get-togethers.  Keep an eye out for
our upcoming announcements.  

Some of our members have been very busy over the last several months.  Shea Millan received a certificate
from the Hemet City Council honoring our Group for our contribution towards tree purchases for the
restoration  at Simpson Park.  She and family and friends planted  trees  on our behalf. 

Margaret Meyncke has been networking! Here’s a note from her: 

Santa Margarita Group Update

https://www.sierraclub.org/san-gorgonio/santa-margarita

Jerry Willenbring worked hard on his project
funded by the Sierra Club Grass Roots grant
that he was awarded.  With the help of Shaul
Rosen-Rager, they put on a presentation with
an expert panel that discussed how to
electrify one’s home.  The target community
was San Jacinto.  They “hit the pavement” 
for many 100+ degree days and found a receptive welcome, but the turn-out for the presentation was poor.  
Even so, the group of fifteen people had a lively and informative time.  The next step is to find other activists
that might want to promote the theme.  Contact Jerry if you have an interest in promoting heat-pumps,
induction cooking and other ways to electrify your home.  He wants to give incentives for those that would like
to help.  Would you like to test out and keep an induction cooktop?  Contact Jerry:   jerrywill951@gmail.com
As conservation committee chair, we commented on a proposal for an inappropriate housing development in
east Hemet (Citrus Valley area), recently.  The 767-acre high-density residential  (continued on next page)

“What do the Sierra Club, the Temecula Valley Woman's Club, the Great Old Broads for Wilderness, the
California Native Plant Society, Citizens' Climate Lobby, and the Temecula Valley Native Plant Network
have in common? ME!

“Networking is the effort to connect to people with similar interests. I love to work with different
organizations to promote nature and environmental issues. Connecting with different people allows for
different perspectives and different ideas. It makes every event personal and relational. It gives me a
chance to make new friends and introduce my friends to new friends. Together, we inspire each other to
accomplish more. The Sierra Club has provided a path for me to pursue education and leadership. It
continues to inspire me to do more in my community to accomplish our mission to Explore, Enjoy, and
Protect our beloved planet.”

Photo credit:  Elden Shoemaker. Fire restoration project in
Hemet; member Shea Millan planting Group's donated trees.

by Pam Nelson

https://www.sierraclub.org/san-gorgonio/santa-margarita
https://www.sierraclub.org/san-gorgonio/santa-margarita


Rod Kelley
Pam Nelson
Caren Hanson

Shea Millan

(second ballot - joint member)

Rod Kelley
Pam Nelson
Caren Hanson

Shea Millan

Mail your ballot to Sierra Club San Gorgonio Chapter, PO Box 5425, Riverside, CA 92517

Santa Margarita Group Executive Committee
Vote for 4 or fewer 

(first ballot)
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(Santa Margarita Group Update continued from previous page) project is
a poor fit in this  agricultural zone.  In addition, the largest bat colony in
Southern California would be significantly impacted.  We’re keeping an
eye on this one.

Member Dr. Gordon Pratt gave a us a beautiful presentation in September
based on his book, The Butterflies and Skippers of Joshua Tree National
Park.  Photographer Dennis Walker attended as well.  You can get one of
their books by contacting me at pamela05n@yahoo.com.  

The annual Fall native plant sale is canceled this year due to unforeseen
events. 

December brings us at least two interesting events. Member and Trail
committee chair, Gary Oddi, will be telling us about his popular bicycle
coalition, Bike Temecula Valley, as well as  local trails for bicycles and
hiking on Dec. 7th at our General Meeting/Speaker Series.  We’ve been
invited to tour the Dorland Art Colony on Dec. 3rd and join them in their
Annual Art reception.  We will see how the Colony blends art and nature.

Gary Oddi will share info on Bike
Temecula Valley, as well as  local
trails for bicycles and hiking on

Dec. 7th at our General
Meeting/Speaker Series
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Stretching from the San Gorgonio Pass to the Colorado River -- and including the northern half of the
Salton Sea as well as Joshua Tree National Park and the entire Morongo Basin -- the Tahquitz Group
area is rich with glorious natural assets! For over five decades our activists have been working to protect
them. We invite you to play a role in this effort, to whatever degree you wish—be it clicking on an action
alert to a local elected official, making a phone call, attending a meeting (virtually these days), or simply
informing your family and friends about a critical conservation issue.

Tahquitz Group

Tahquitz Group Executive Committee
Vote for 3 or fewer 

David MeltonJim Karpiak
Kim Floyd

Mail your ballot to Sierra Club San Gorgonio Chapter, PO Box 5425, Riverside, CA 92517

(first ballot) (second ballot - joint member)

San Bernardino Mountains Group Executive Committee
Vote for 2 or fewer 

Mail your ballot to Sierra Club Mountains Group Elections  PO Box 651, Blue Jay, CA 92317

Debby McAllister
Enrique Flores

(first ballot) (second ballot - joint member)

Debby McAllister
Enrique Flores

Los Serranos Group Executive Committee
Vote for 3 or fewer 

Mail your ballot to Sierra Club San Gorgonio Chapter, PO Box 5425, Riverside, CA 92517

Mark Rush

Rachel Wilkins

Brian Elliott

(first ballot) (second ballot - joint member)

Mark Rush

Rachel Wilkins

Brian Elliott

David MeltonJim Karpiak
Kim Floyd

Los Serranos Group
serves the western cities

of San Gorgonio Chapter,
including Alta Loma,
Chino, Chino Hills,
Etiwanda, Fontana,

Montclair, Mount Baldy,
Ontario, Rancho

Cucamonga and Upland.

mailto:cmt.teck@gmail.com
mailto:cmt.teck@gmail.com
mailto:cmt.teck@gmail.com
mailto:cmt.teck@gmail.com
mailto:cmt.teck@gmail.com
mailto:cmt.teck@gmail.com
mailto:cmt.teck@gmail.com
mailto:cmt.teck@gmail.com
mailto:cmt.teck@gmail.com
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Moreno Valley Group News
By Christina Torres, Outings Chair; George Hague, Conservation Chair and Ann McKibben, Secretary

Moreno Valley Group Members: We need your email
address so you can receive the other five electronic issues of
the Palm and Pine throughout the year. Please send your
email address to: movalleygroup@yahoo.com Besides this
newsletter you will receive notices on Moreno Valley
projects which would impact the environment and families.

From the Outings Chair: Hello fellow hikers and nature
lovers, our group has a few hikes being planned for the
winter months starting with the Wildwood Canyon State
Park hike on November 16. I certainly hope to be back in
hiking form by then as I have been dealing with a foot
injury for several weeks, but it finally seems to be healing
better now so hopes are high. You will find this and other
updated outings on our Chapter website where you can
register for them online. Also, if you are interested in
becoming a hike leader for our group, please contact me
(cmt.teck@gmail.com) for more information. Training
sessions are normally held in June every year, so you have
some time to think about it and get prepared! Hope to see
you out on the trails soon. Christina Torres

Our Fall Group Newsletter and Election Ballot: Look for
our Moreno Valley Group fall newsletter with our fall group
executive committee election ballot during the first half of
October. Please take time to read our news and mail your
ballot to us in the return envelope that we have provided.
Deadline to return the ballot is: Wednesday, November 8.

Moreno Valley Business Center (MVBC):   This poorly
located warehouse will be at the NE corner of Alessandro
Boulevard and Day Street. The census tract containing this
project site shows its residents are in about the worst 1% of
areas in all of California for air pollution and other
socioeconomic impacts.  On Thursday January 5, 2023 our
Sierra Club attorney filed a lawsuit.  Because of the lawsuit
your Moreno Valley Sierra Club volunteers were able to
work out a settlement with the developer and their
attorney to provide some protections to nearby residents
from air pollution and noise as well as provide further
protection for the environment. 

The settlement will include $32,000 for each of the
nearest 20 homes to have a state-of-the-art HVAC/air
filtration system installed with necessary electrical upgrade.
This will significantly reduce the pollution impacting the
health of nearby families caused by the warehouse. Some of
that money—if needed—will also be used for dual pane
windows to reduce noise caused by the operation of the
warehouse.

A few other settlement points include significant
limitation on use of lighting, restrictions on backup beepers,
solar instillation, all equipment must be electric/zero
emissions, the building must also be all electric, every truck
dock must have electric Auxiliary Power Units (APU) plug-
ins, significant walls of evergreen trees taller than the
building will surround much of the warehouse, 10% of big
rig parking spaces must be equipped with electric
infrastructure, 10% of car parking spaces must be electric
vehicle ready with half being fast charging, all graffiti, trash
and litter removed weekly and there are many other points
in the settlement which should have been required by the
city.

Thanks to your donations we have been able to require
this project, as well as others, to have less impact on
nearby families and the environment.

San Jacinto Wildlife Area, Oct. 19, 2008 photo credit: George Hague

Protecting the San Jacinto Wildlife Area
Local land use, transportation issues
Preservation of city trails, open spaces, hilltops/skylines
Health effects of irresponsible development
Logistics centers, warehouses, distribution centers
proposed for Moreno Valley

Moreno Valley Group
Conservation Priorities

mailto:movalleygroup@yahoo.com
mailto:cmt.teck@gmail.com
https://www.sierraclub.org/san-gorgonio/santa-margarita


2 0 3 0  G O A L S
Protect 30% of US lands and water.

Cut the nature equity gap in half by ensuring an additional 50
million people can exercise their human right to connect with the
outdoors.

Restore clean air and water, provide affordable clean energy,
support family-sustaining jobs, and address inequities in our
response to climate disruptions.

Stop the expansion of the oil and gas industry: Gas and oil
production is at (or below) 2019 levels, industry internalizes the
costs of pollution, and new markets for fossil fuels are blocked
including oil exports, gas exports and petrochemical expansion. 

Replace fossil fuels with clean energy: We will continue to
eliminate coal and gas in the power sector and achieve 80%
carbon pollution-free electricity by 2030; 60% of all new light-
duty vehicles and 30% of all new heavy-duty vehicles will be
electric, contributing to an 18% decrease in transportation sector
oil use from 2019; and we will end the sale of gas appliances by
2030 while ensuring that electrification of homes is the most
affordable and accessible option for all families and
communities.

Shift trillions of public and private dollars from the fossil fuel
economy to restore clean air and water, provide affordable clean
energy, support good paying jobs, and increase the ability of
communities to be resilient to climate disruptions.

Empower, diversify and expand our base of millions of members
and supporters through our Chapters and Groups and share the
power of outdoor experiences to restore accountability to our
democracy and economic system so that decision makers
meaningfully address the climate crisis, protect ecosystems and
dismantle systemic racism.
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provides a vision for the world Sierra Club wants to conserve,
protect, and create. This vision is firmly rooted in our Core
Values of anti-racism, balance, collaboration, justice, and

transformation.

 Visit www.sierraclub.org/2030-strategic-framework
for more information.

The 2030 Strategic Framework 

"BIG news! The
Indirect Source Rule

for Warehouses is
almost set for

approval at EPA. Once
approved this will give

FULL Authority for
ISR's to exist at the

South Coast and across
the state for

warehousing. Many
thanks to all of you for
your help in getting us
here.  We have a social
media tool kit to help
tweet out the news so
that EPA can feel the
pressure to approve

the rule by the
November deadline." 

Yassie Kavezade
CA Field Manager

NEWS From
the field!

bit.ly/ISRmediatoolkit
Join the Fight for Cleaner Air:
Visit the Social Media Toolkit
and Urge the EPA to Approve
the Indirect Source Rule for

Warehouses!

http://www.sierraclub.org/2030-strategic-framework
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Member services (address or info changes or questions):  
Contact member.care@sierraclub.org 
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or call our office at 951-684-06203

           
Not a member? Join online through our website :  

https://sangorgonio.sierraclub.org or call our office and
we'll mail you a membership form. 

          
For all other inquiries, check our website or send an email

to chair@sangorgonio.sierraclub.org
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Contact us:    San Gorgonio Chapter Website: https://sangorgonio2.sierraclub.org 

Editor 
Shelby Reeder

shelbydreeder@gmail.com

Chapter Chair 
Bobbi Jo Chavarria

chair@sangorgonio.sierraclub.org
909.262.2880 

Chapter Director
Joz (Jocelyn) Sida

jocelyn.sida@sierraclub.org
773.627.0229

The outings and event calendar is at our website:
http://sangorgonio.sierraclub.org

The Palm and Pine is a bi-monthly publication released
in January/February, March/April, May/June,

July/August, September/October, and
November/December. All articles should be submitted to

the Editor no later than the 5th of the month preceding
the issue. Submissions must be sent through email;

please note that the Editor reserves the right to edit all
submissions for space, clarity, or libel.

Discussions centered around creating partnerships and collaborations
to achieve the 30x30 goal. Participants talked about the importance
of diverse representation in these efforts, ensuring that the voices of
communities most affected by environmental degradation are heard.

30x30
Partnership

2023 Gathering
in Riverside

Read the Annual Report to learn about success stories
from across California, our progress toward reaching 30%,

and how we will continue to leverage the power of the
30x30 Partnership to continue advancing 30x30

statewide!

 www.californianature.ca.gov/pages/resources

The event brought together a variety
of stakeholders including elected
officials, tribal leaders, conservation
and community groups, academics,
and industry representatives, as well
as a strong contingent of Sierra Club
staff and volunteers. 

The 30x30 Partnership Gathering
event was held in Riverside on
October 11-12, 2023. The event was
organized by the California Natural
Resources Agency and the California
Biodiversity Network to discuss how
to protect 30% of California's land
and waters by 2030.

http://www.californianature.ca.gov/pages/resources
https://sangorgonio2.sierraclub.org/
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Name  ______________________________________________ Phone  _________________________ 

Address  ______________________________________________ City, Zip _________________________

Email  _________________________________________________________________________________

2024 Sierra club calendars
Title 1-4 Price 5-9 Price 10+ Price TotalPriceQuantity

Wilderness Wall Calendar 

Engagement Desk Calendar

$16 $15 $14

$16 $15$17

__________

__________

____________________

__________ __________

Shipping (to a single address): Up to 5 -- $9.50, each additional $.50            subtotal shipping ______________

______________Total:
Make checks payable to “Sierra Club” and mail this form to: 

Sierra Club Calendars, c/o Ladd Seekins, 22418 De Soto St., Grand Terrace, CA 92313
(Cost includes all applicable sales taxes computed to the nearest mil.)

Thank you for your purchase!
Proceeds go to our local chapter.

Order must be received by Nov 10!  
Order today: they make great holiday gifts! 

Mix titles for quantity pricing.

The desk calendar has
a photo for each week

of 2024, including
wilderness, wildlife, and
miniature photography.

Send a year-end contribution today to
celebrate nearly a century of work.

Sierra Club San Gorgonio Chapter
P. O. Box  5425, Riverside, CA 92517-5425

October 10th was the
Chapter’s 91st anniversary!


